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As we enter into the post-industrial society, and the post-modernist art has 
become the canon, the traditional beauty and beauty appreciation meet unprecedented 
challenges. The living environmental deterioration makes people begin to refocus 
nature and think about natural beauty. The natural beauty as an important form of 
aesthetics was discussed in the history of aesthetics in China and the West. However, 
the discussion upon it always starts from the binary model of subject-object 
opposition, either regarding it as the objective attributes of things, or ascribing it to 
the feeling of the soul. While the phenomenology breaks the subject-object binary 
opposite model. Through the concepts of intentionality as well as the essential 
intuitive means of “toward things themselves” (“zu den Sachen selbst”), Edmund 
Husserl (1859-1938) provides us a beneficial attempt for recognizing phenomena. 
Moreover, through the meticulous investigation of beauty appreciating experience of 
nature and that of art, and from the ontological points of view, Mikel Dufrenne 
(1910-1995) reestablishes the significance of natural beauty as well as the natural 
beauty appreciating experience that is different from art beauty appreciating 
experience. 
This dissertation is intended to explore the issue of natural beauty from the 
perspective of phenomenological aesthetics. It is divided into three chapters: 
The first chapter, “The Exploration of Phenomenological Philosophy”. In this 
chapter, the basic principle of “toward things themselves” of phenomenology, the core 
theory of “intentionality” (Intentionalität), and the methods of “epochè” will be 
introduced and analyzed, which will supply a theoretical foundation for analyzing 
other aestheticians’ theories. 
The second chapter, “Dufrenne’s Views upon Natural Beauty”. In this chapter, 
first of all, through the analysis of Dufrenne’s theory of beauty appreciating 
experience, it is intended to assert the necessity of putting the natural beauty as the 
research object; then through the concrete analysis of Dufrenne’s theory upon beauty 















beauty appreciating experience that will be pondered from the perspective of 
phenomenological aesthetics. 
The third chapter, “The Introspection upon the Study of Natural Beauty from the 
Perspective of Phenomenological Aesthetics”. In this chapter, in the light of the 
methodology of phenomenological aesthetics, the discussions about natural beauty 
from Immanuel Kant (1724-1804), Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel (1770-1831), and 
Theodor Wiesengrund Adorno (1903-1969) in the history of western aesthetics, the 
discussions upon beauty and natural beauty in the aesthetic great debate in the 1950s 
in China, and the current research situation of the natural beauty in China will be 
made a comment. It might do favor to realize the existing problems of studying 
natural beauty, and put forward tentative suggestions corresponding to them. 
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